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(DHCFP) 

 
Place of Meeting    Nevada Silver State Health Insurance Exchange 
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Las Vegas, Nevada 89102 
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Laurie Squartsoff, DHCFP    Patty Thompson, DHCFP  
Amy Crowe, DAG                           Janice Prentice, DHCFP   
Carol Tilstra, DHCFP     Michele Belkin, DHCFP 
Lisa Dyer, DHCFP     Lynne Foster, DHCFP 
Joanna Jacob, Davita/HCP    Nancy Hook, GBPCA 
     

  
In Las Vegas, NV 
 

 Dr. Robert Talley, NV Dental Assoc. 
     
 
 
 
 
 
    

MICHAEL J. WILLDEN 
Director 
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1100 E. William Street, Suite 101 
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(775) 684-3600
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Introduction: 
 

Ms. Patty Thompson, Chief of Audit, Division of Health Care Financing and Policy (DHCFP), opened 
the Public Hearing introducing herself, Ms. Laurie Squartsoff, Administrator of the DHCFP and Ms. 
Amy Crowe, Deputy Attorney General (DAG). 
 
Ms. Thompson – The notice for this public hearing was published on May 28, 2013 in accordance with 
the Nevada Revised Statute 422.2369.  
 

1. Discussion of Amendments to the State Plan for Medicaid Services and Solicitation of Public 
Comments 
 
Subject: Emergency Transportation; Ambulance, Air/Ground Rate Adjustment 

 
Ms. Janice Prentice: 
 
The DHCFP is proposing to submit a State Plan Amendment (SPA) to increase the reimbursement rate 
for emergency transportation. Provider type 32 will be affected by this change: Ambulance Air/Ground 
rates will be increased by 15%, effective July 1, 2013. The proposed amendment will result in a total 
cost of $384,949 to the Nevada Medicaid Program for State Fiscal Year 2014.  
 
At the conclusion of Ms. Prentice’s presentation, Ms. Thompson asked Ms. Squartsoff, Administrator, 
and Ms. Crowe, DAG, if they had any questions or comments. 
 
Ms. Squartsoff’s Comments:  
 
 No Comments 
 
Ms. Crowe’s Comments: 

 
 No Comments 
 
Ms. Thompson – Closed the Public Hearing for the SPA on Emergency Transportation; Ambulance, 
Air/Ground Rate Adjustment. 

  
2. Subject: Free Standing Ambulatory Surgical Centers (ASC) Rate Increase 

 
Ms. Janice Prentice: 
 
The DHCFP is proposing to submit a SPA to the Attachment 4.19-B, Page 5 Paragraph 26 a, section 
entitled: “Surgical services provided in both hospital-based and free standing Ambulatory Surgical 
Centers (ASC)” to update the free standing (ASC) reimbursement methodology. The change will affect 
Provider Type 46 and will increase the current rate by 15%, effective July 1, 2013. The proposed 
amendment will result in a total cost of $359,540 to the Nevada Medicaid Program for State Fiscal Year 
2014. This covers all public and private entities under this provider type. 
 
At the conclusion of Ms. Prentice’s presentation, Ms. Thompson asked Ms. Squartsoff, Administrator, 
and Ms. Crowe, DAG, if they had any questions or comments. 
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Ms. Squartsoff’s Comments:  
 
 No Comments 
 
Ms. Crowe’s Comments: 

 
 No Comments 
 
Ms. Thompson – Closed the Public Hearing for the SPA on Free Standing Ambulatory Surgical Centers 
(ASC) Rate Increase. 
 

3. Subject: Anesthesia, Obstetric and Pediatric Surgical Services Rate Increase 
 
Ms. Janice Prentice: 
 
The DHCFP is proposing to submit a SPA to the Attachment 4.19-B, Page 1c through 1e under the 
sections 5 and 6, entitled “Payments for services billed by Physicians using Current Procedural 
Terminology (CPT) codes”, and “Medical Care and any other type of remedial care provided by licensed 
practitioners” respectively. The amendment will update the reimbursement methodology for Anesthesia, 
Obstetric and Pediatric surgical services, increasing the current Anesthesia conversion factor by 6.86% 
(PT 20 Physicians and 72 Nurse Anesthetist); the current rate for Obstetric services by 28% (PT 20 
Physicians); and the current rate for Pediatric Surgical services by 30% (PT 20 Physicians, 24 Certified 
Nurse practitioner and 77 Physician Assistant). The increases will be effective July 1, 2013. The 
proposed amendment will result in a total cost of $1,210,862 to the Nevada Medicaid Program for State 
Fiscal Year 2014. This covers public and private entities under these provider types.  

 
At the conclusion of Ms. Prentice’s presentation, Ms. Thompson asked Ms. Squartsoff, Administrator, 
and Ms. Crowe, DAG, if they had any questions or comments. 

 
Ms. Squartsoff’s Comments:  
 
 No Comments 
 
Ms. Crowe’s Comments: 

 
 Ms. Crowe clarified the pages are 1c through 1e. 

 
Ms. Prentice responded correct. 
 

Public Comment: 
 
 Dr. Robert Talley commented that Pediatric Dentists are concerned the 6.86% is not enough. 

They are experiencing difficulty in locating anesthesia providers which inhibits medical 
necessary dental care. He asked that the rates be raised back to the 42% in order to alleviate this 
issue. 
 

 Ms. Nancy Hook commented the Community Health Alliance formerly known as HAWK is also 
finding the rates are obstacles to getting their clients into surgery.  
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 Ms. Tiffany Lewis responded previously Medicaid was paying at a higher rate than Medicare 
and the DHCFP is required to be in line with the Medicare rate.  

 
 Ms. Prentice read a letter from Dr. Jade Miller into public comment and noted there is an 

informational packet along with the letter. (See Attached) 
 
Ms. Thompson – Closed the Public Hearing for the SPA on Anesthesia, Obstetric and Pediatric Surgical 
Services Rate Increase. 
 

4. Subject: Dental Services Rate Increase 
 

Ms. Janice Prentice: 
 
The DHCFP is proposing to submit a SPA to the Attachment 4.19-B, Page 2c, Section 10 entitled: 
“Dental Services” to update the reimbursement methodology. The change will affect Provider Type 22 
and will increase the current rate for services billed using the (CPT) codes by 0.7%, and will increase the 
Dental conversion factor by 0.7% for services billed using Current Dental Terminology (CDT) codes, 
effective July 1, 2013. The proposed amendment will result in a total cost of $86,921 to the Nevada 
Medicaid Program for State Fiscal Year 2014. This covers all public and private entities under this 
provider type.  
 
At the conclusion of Ms. Prentice’s presentation, Ms. Thompson asked Ms. Squartsoff, Administrator, 
and Ms. Crowe, DAG, if they had any questions or comments. 

 
Ms. Squartsoff’s Comments:  
 
 Ms. Squartsoff clarified the codes used are the CDT’s. 

 
Ms. Prentice responded correct. 

 
Ms. Crowe’s Comments: 

 
 No Comments 

 
Public Comments: 
 
 Dr. Talley asked how this rate was derived and commented the rates are too low.  

 
Ms. Lewis responded this 0.7% is to remove the decrease that was implemented during the 
previous Legislative Session.  

 
Ms. Thompson – Closed the Public Hearing for the SPA on Dental Services Rate Increase. 
 

5.  Subject: Special Care Rates 
 

Ms. Janice Prentice: 
 
The DHCFP is proposing to submit a SPA to the Attachment of 4.19-D, Page 9, Section E.1.b. entitled: 
“Special Care Rates” to update the reimbursement methodology for Behaviorally Complex Add-on rate 
will now be based on the minimum staffing level multiplied by the Nevada Certified Nursing Assistant 
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(CNA) median wage. The minimum staffing level will be divided into three categories. Each category 
will be defined by the number of hours of care required by the recipient, and evaluated on a case by case 
basis. The change will affect Provider Type 19, Nursing Facilities. The calculation of the fiscal impact 
resulted in a negligible amount of savings. This covers all public and private entities under this provider 
type.  
 
At the conclusion of Ms. Prentice’s presentation, Ms. Thompson asked Ms. Squartsoff, Administrator, 
and Ms. Crowe, DAG, if they had any questions or comments. 

 
 

Ms. Squartsoff’s Comments:  
 
 No Comments 
 
Ms. Crowe’s Comments: 

 
 No Comments 

 
6. General Public Comments 

 
 No Comments 

 
There were no further comments and Ms. Thompson adjourned the public hearing at 9:21 am. 

 
*An Audio (CD) version of this meeting is available through the DHCFP Administration office for a fee. For 
more detailed information on any of the handouts, submittals, testimony and or comments please contact 
Rita Mackie at rmackie@dhcfp.nv.gov or you may call (775) 684-3681. 


