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Helping people. It’s who we are and what we do



WHERE ARE WE 
AND WHERE ARE 
WE GOING….



SUICIDE RATES

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. Underlying Cause of Death 1999-2017 on CDC WONDER Online Database, released December, 2018. Data are from the Multiple Cause of 
Death Files, 1999-2017, as compiled from data provided by the 57 vital statistics jurisdictions through the Vital Statistics Cooperative Program. Accessed at http://wonder.cdc.gov/ucd-icd10.html on Jun 29, 2019 12:20:42 PM

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__wonder.cdc.gov_ucd-2Dicd10.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=vVQ1ZlsfewgPU96ZIUB5kg&r=oySDYIDjQmHdnakBWabdJQ&m=OaZF6981-LORuVg2vg-IlaGvNEJrlVbPB017_R5rx1M&s=OQRdahMAUzP80swJ3AS8Pzkw1E7DLrzDdDjNVsPbYd8&e=


4 ZERO SUICIDE

Native Indian dreamcatcher

https://zerosuicide.edc.org/media_colorbox/262/default/und


ZERO SUICIDE INITIATIVE

• A highly effective framework to support suicide-safer care in health and behavioral health 
care systems

Apply new knowledge about suicide 

Adaptable – not linear

Looks at the uniqueness of cultures – Tribe itself, its healing ways, leadership

Shift from fragmented suicide care toward a holistic and comprehensive approach to 
patient safety and quality improvement within healthcare systems.  

System-wide approaches have worked to prevent suicide:

Implemented into Chickasaw Nation: September 2016

•

•

•

•

•



Zero Suicide Website, Best and Promising Practices for the Implementation of Zero Suicide in the Indian Country; medicine wheel 
Accessed at http://zerosuicide.edc.org/toolkit/indian-country#quicktabs-native_american=7



ZERO SUICIDE 
WORKFORCE 
SURVEY…



ZERO SUICIDE 
WORKFORCE 
SURVEY: REQUEST 
FROM STAFF



WHERE ARE WE?
LEADERSHIP / TRAIN

• ZS Coordinator – continuously meeting and greeting key leaders and communities throughout our state

ZS Workforce Survey – launching via SurveyMonkey/Gizmo;  launched throughout the state (north, 
south, rural and frontier)

Data from WFS is provided to individual partners, anonymously: break down department and 
organization; data can be provided by county and city if needed (survey is filled out correctly and enough 
responses are received). To date the data confirms Nevada’s workforce is untrained in suicide prevention

Champion Leadership Teams are for Academy.  Teams have completed Organizational Self-Study for 
Academy.  Wait list for 2nd academy…..

Project Coordinator working on a statewide ZS toolkit: State resources, assessment tools/instructions, 
information, and more… Completed Summer 2021

Adapt Zero Suicide 
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•
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WHERE WE ARE GOING…

Apply for the grant 
“Implement Zero 
Suicide in Health 

Systems” – No. SM-20-
015

Prepare for Second 
Zero Suicide Academy 

Statewide training and 
support for 

implementing Zero 
Suicide into more health 

and behavioral health 
systems 

Joint Commission,  
Action Alliance for 
Suicide Prevention, 
Suicide Prevention 
Resource Center

Supports “Crisis Now 
Model”

Working on Zero 
Suicide legislation

“2023”

Watch our statistics go
down

 



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Kitten on his back under a bed

QUESTIONS….

http://www.flickr.com/photos/wicker-furniture/8555689943/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


CONTACTS

• Cherylyn Rahr-Wood MSW

Nevada’s Zero Suicide Project Coordinator 

4600 Kietzke Lane,  B-114

Reno, NV 89502

(775)745-3652 | ccwood@health.nv.org



REFERENCES:

• Zero Suicide https://zerosuicide.sprc.org/

Henry Ford Institute https://www.henryford.com/services/behavioral-health/zero-suicide

Google Images

Texas Zero Sucide

Arizona https://magellanhealthinsights.com/category/suicide-prevention/

ZEST – https://sites.utexas.edu/zest/

NYC Zero Suicide – https://www.omh.ny.gov/omhweb/dqm/bqi/suicideasaneverevent.pdf
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